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Before Romania

After King Carol I and King Ferdinand, the Custodian of the Romanian 
Crown is the sovereign of the Royal House who has spent the longest unin- 
terrupted time in the country. The subject of this volume is our sovereign’s 
thirty years of service lived in a Romania where the Crown is not an item in 
the nation’s Constitution.

Her Majesty Margareta often says that with her first steps on Romanian soil 
she felt like a whole person, for the first time. To understand this assertion 
more deeply and to begin this royal chronicle of the last three and a half 
decades in the most appropriate way, it will be helpful to look at the first part 
of the Custo- dian of the Crown’s life and particularly at the way destiny pre-
pared her for her admirable labour in service to the country.

As young parents of five girls, King Michael and Queen Anne treated all their 
children equally. They protected and surrounded them with heartfelt love, 
but never coddled them, and never missed a chance to discuss the children’s 
future responsibilities. The family led a modest life. Work occupied a central 
position, and there was no room for pretention.

One thing made Princess Margareta’s childhood different from her sisters’. 
She was firstborn, which – always and from her first steps – made her feel 
she bore added responsibility, even with Princess Helen, who was just a year 
younger. Close in age, Princess Helen spent all her time with her elder sister, 
and, from the very beginning, little Princess Margareta felt it was her duty 
to protect Helen, a sense of responsibility that would later extend to all her 
sisters.

The King pursued his firstborn’s education with great attention. He some- 
times demanded more concentration than one ordinarily asks of a child, 
particularly when it was a matter of Romanian history, continental history, 
values and principles, religious holidays, or issues of faith.

From a tender age, the royal children always had the “Our Father” in 
Romanian ready to hand on their night tables. The Custodian of the Crown 
remembers, even today, that lunch or suppertime questions about geography 
or history landed hard, like a sentence, and the child who was to answer could 
expect no leniency from her father. If she didn’t know, she would have to 
come back later with a researched answer. The King was loving and good, but 
he commanded unwavering respect and had a certain severity.

Queen Helen played a decisive role in shaping the personality and defining 
the intellectual and spiritual horizon of today’s Custodian of the Crown. The 
Queen was, first of all, a person of extraordinary beauty and inner delicacy. 
She would never betray a glimpse of preference for any of her granddaughters, 

not for anything in this world. For her, having become a grandmother of five 
girls was a great joy that brightened four decades of exile, and this was not 
the first exile of her life. She dedicated herself to the perfection of Princess 
Margareta’s education, however. The one thing that set her treatment of her 
first granddaughter apart from her treatment of the other girls was the endless 
loving care with which she helped the Princess form her principles and values.

When it came to etiquette, education, art, and society, Her Majesty Marga- 
reta was guided firmly but discretely by the best and most valuable examples, 
at exactly the age when she needed it. The Queen spoke to her granddaugh- 
ter about the importance of exemplary conduct from the start, about the duty 
to be fair, patient and loyal, about the need to show no trace of subjectivity or 
weakness, and, above all, about the good example one must set society when 
representing the institution of the Crown.

It’s well-known that grandparents treat their grandchildren with more pa- 
tience, objectivity, and understanding than they were able to muster with their 
own children. Things were no different in the Royal Family. King Michael 
often marvelled at the kindness his mother showed the little princesses.

When it was time for Her Majesty to attend university, Queen Helen guided 
her surely and discretely toward the right choice. Whenever it seemed that 
adolescent Margareta leaned too far toward the fashion of the time, Queen 
Helen expressed her disapproval, clearly. Everything, but absolutely every- 
thing, however, was cushioned with an extraordinary sense of humour, with 
great affection and delicacy.

Her Majesty Margareta studied at the University of Edinburgh, one of the 
best in Europe. There she pursued political science, international relations, 
and sociology. She was always close to the British Royal Family, especially 
her cousins and uncles, whom she knew from the first days of her life. The 
Duke of Edinburgh was her baptismal godfather and contributed modestly 
but constantly to his goddaughter’s financial maintenance at university.

The Custodian of the Crown remained in the UK during her first profes- 
sional years. She worked in Edinburgh and Newcastle, and her professional 
projects focused on family health, social integration, and nutrition. There 
followed a five-year internship at the United Nations, in Rome, where she 
worked for the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO). The experience 
gained within this organization has been of great use to her in future public 
engagements, both on account of its multilateral diplomatic dimension and 
through her involvement with a network of projects that supported large cate-
gories of disadvantaged persons and populations around the world.
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Family was always important to King Michael and Queen Anne, and it is also 
essential for today’s Queen. Romania, however, never left the daily thoughts 
and feelings of the Royal Family in exile, and, in that context, years passed, 
children became adults, Queen Helen left this world, and the Cold War 
showed signs of coming to an end.

Born on the other side of the Iron Curtain, Margareta and her sisters had been 
raised in a spirit of freedom and democracy. Though far from a perfect world, 
the West endowed their consciousness with a number of principles and rules 
for public life. And, of course, the world they grew up in was in striking con-
trast to the communist world in which Romania seemed forever sunk. With 
all that, thanks to King Michael’s sharp critical spirit, his extraordinary life 
and leadership experiences, and his infinite love, patience and understanding 
towards Romanians and their fate, King Michael’s firstborn knew exactly how 
things stood in her country, even before she crossed its borders.

King Michael told his children about their country all his life. Some topics, like 
Săvârşin, or Sinaia, or the sovereign’s various dynastic and state obligations 
were discussed, developed and explained in every detail. With the eyes of 
the mind, Queen Anne and her daughters knew every alley of Pelesh, every 
detail of King Carol I’s office, each of the rules of conduct imposed by the first 
king, rules that King Michael I respected to the letter, in practice and in spirit.

Thus was formed the structure of the Custodian of the Crown’s exemplary 
public conduct during the 35 years this book aims to illustrate. Her Majesty 

has been noted in the Romanian public life for her loyalty, modesty, dis-
cretion, altruism, kindness, love, devotion, constancy, and fairness. And her 
specific traits – beauty, grace, charm and erudite intelligence – complete the 
picture of the leader Romanian society values so much today.

In recent years, surveys have placed the Royal Family at the forefront of 
Romanians’ trust, appreciation and respect. Her Majesty is one of the most 
beloved Romanians and, of course, a role model of high degree.

Following the covenant made by her ancestor, King Carol I – “Everything for 
the country, nothing for me” –, Her Majesty has, in these decades, been char-
acterized by complete devotion to her country, to the foundation that bears 
her name, and to her family. Whenever they have needed her, her parents 
and sisters have known that Margareta was there, at any moment, ready to 
take on any difficulty or responsibility. She never let down the people, pro-
jects, or institutions that needed her, bound as she was by honour and creed.

This book is a testimonial on the occasion of a beautiful moment: the 35th an-
niversary of the first Royal Family member’s return to Romania. The volume 
also serves as a journal. Articles, facts, declarations, and data that follow the 
royal story of the last three and a half decades step by step gather between 
its covers.

The rest of the story is being told in the present and will carry on into the 
future.
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The Princess, a few months old

With her paternal grandmother, Queen Helen, and her sisters,  
Their Royal Highnesses Princess Helen and Princess Irina

At Villa Sparta
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With King Michael and Queen Anne

With Princess Irina and Princess Helen at Villa Sparta

In the family garden 
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With Princess Sophie, playing with the family’s Labrador With King Michael, Queen Anne  
and her maternal grandmother,  
Princess Margaret of Denmark

With Princess Helen and Princess Irina at Villa Sparta

With King Michael and Queen Anne  
at Princess Helen’s baptism
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During her student years at Edinburgh

With King Michael and Queen Anne  
at Princess Helen’s baptism

15



16

Various photographs of the Princess

With King Michael, Versoix
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With King Michael and Queen Anne, 1986, at the Soultzmatt Military Cemetery, Alsace, where Romanian soldiers taken prisoners in Germany  
were buried after the First World War
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With Queen Sofía of Spain

With King Michael, London

A portrait
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With Princess Sophie, boarding the plane that would bring them from Switzerland to Romania, January 1990

With King Michael, Queen Anne and Princess Sophie, Versoix, December 1989
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In Romania, the Monarchy Still Crowns  
the Republic

Stéphane Bern1

1	 A more extensive version of this article, in French, was published by journalist Stéphane Bern in the December 9th–15th, 2024 issue of Paris Match magazine.

The Romanian Crown holds a unique position within the Republic in 
Romania, a hybrid system entirely new to the world. For the vast majority of 
Romanians, Her Majesty Margareta, the Custodian of the Romanian Crown 
and the eldest daughter of the late and revered King Michael I, stands as an 
enduring symbol held in the highest esteem, with a deeply rooted significance 
in Romanian society. 

The royal standard waving above the white castle, beneath a clear, cloudless 
sky is an image familiar to all Romanians, who see it twice a year when, during 
summer and at Christmas time, the cameras of the public broadcaster TVR1 
follow the activities of Her Majesty and His Royal Highness Prince Radu. 
Ever since 2012, “Ora Regelui,” a weekly program airing every Saturday at 
1 P.M., has chronicled the Royal Family’s numerous public engagements, in-
cluding the royal evening dedicated to Romania’s Olympic champions, during 
which the Custodian of the Romanian Crown granted the Royal Patronage to 
the National Olympic Committee.

Throughout the year, Her Majesty undertakes visits across Romania and the 
kindred Republic of Moldova, diplomatic journeys to around ten countries, 
economic missions, delivers dozens of speeches, presides decoration ceremo-
nies and holds receptions at Elisabeta Palace in Bucharest – the royal resi-
dence provided to the Romanian Royal Family by the state – not to mention 
having offered nearly eighty Royal Patronages, including the Romanian Red 
Cross, which she chaired for eight years. Over the course of thirty-five years, 
Her Majesty Margareta has become a central figure in Romania’s public life.

To mark the 150th anniversary of the royal dynasty of the German 
Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen family, the magazine Sinteza published a survey 
in 2016 revealing that 77% of Romanians regarded the role and presence of 
the Royal Family as beneficial to society. King Michael I, who passed away 
a year later at the age of 96, was held in the highest regard by 92% of the 
Romanian people. His nation honoured him with a state funeral – a true 
reversal of history.

The fourth king of the Romanian dynasty is remembered as a true national 
hero for toppling the pro-Nazi dictator Ion Antonescu in 1944 and having 
engaged the country with the Allies and thereby weakening German defense 
lines in the Balkans. King Michael resisted Stalin’s pressure for as long as he 
could – despite being awarded the Order of Victory by the Soviet leader – 
until he was ultimately forced to abdicate at gunpoint in December 1947. After 
more than forty years in exile, King Michael I returned to his homeland, even 
though the new Romanian leaders who succeeded dictator Nicolae Ceaușescu 
in the early 1990s did not always treat him with courtesy. He was welcomed 
and hailed by throngs of people who had never forgotten him and by the 
fighters of the anti-communist resistance, who recognized in him a historical 
figure untainted by compromise with the communist regime. Since then, his 
eldest daughter, Her Majesty Margareta, the Custodian of the Crown, has 
fully embraced this legacy.

“When my father was honoured in Parliament on his 90th birthday, I sensed 
that he had transcended into an untouchable figure, an icon in the hearts of 
Romanians, who, after his passing, all but sanctified him, in a way. Not long 
after the funeral, during a charity concert at the Romanian Athenaeum in 
Bucharest, as the Royal Anthem resounded and the entire audience turned 
toward me, I felt the tide of their affection flow into my being – a mingling of 
love and reverence. It was profoundly moving.”

Upon the arrival in Romania on January 18th, 1990, then Crown Princess 
Margareta of Romania placed herself wholeheartedly at the devoted service of 
the Romanian nation. After studying law and political science at the University 
of Edinburgh, she worked for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO). She then established a foundation to support her 
country and fellow citizens, aided AIDS orphans in hospitals, and champi-
oned the revival of cultural and artistic life.

In 1997, King Michael was invited to officially represent Romania during 
visits supporting the country’s accession to NATO and the European Union. 
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It was well known within Romania that King Michael had close ties with 
European monarchs, particularly his cousin Queen Elizabeth II. He had rep-
resented Romania at the coronation of King George VI in 1937, even gifting 
a doll to the then Crown Princess Elizabeth. At Elizabeth’s marriage to Philip 
of Greece, in 1947, he met Princess Anne of Bourbon-Parma, a descendant of 
King Christian IX of Denmark. The two married in Athens in June 1948 and 
had five daughters: Margareta, Helen, Irina, Sophie, and Marie.

In the same year, 1997, King Michael I welcomed the entire Diplomatic Corps 
in Bucharest, just as he had done fifty years earlier during his reign. The tradi-
tion has continued ever since. Each year, Her Majesty Margareta, Custodian 
of the Romanian Crown, delivers a speech to the ambassadors accredited to 
Bucharest in the Throne Room of the Royal Palace in Bucharest, with the 
support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs — which facilitates all overseas jour-
neys for King Michael’s eldest daughter and Prince Radu.

The Republic pays tribute to the Monarchy, an integral part of the country’s 
history. “Every institution in this country was founded by the Royal Family,” 
recalls Prince Radu. “Presidents struggle to remain neutral; they engage in 
politics and often find themselves competing with the prime minister, who is 
elected by Parliament.” As François Mitterrand once said, “It is difficult to be 
both Queen Elizabeth and Margaret Thatcher.”

Thus, Romania has resolved this paradox by establishing a dual-headed sys-
tem balancing both Republic and Monarchy. 

“Necessity begets function. At its core, the country remains bound to its 
Crown; we are an Eastern, Orthodox nation, where the family is sacred and 
the enduring mystery of the Crown that forged the nation in the 19th century 
still lives on,” explains Prince Radu.

“The Crown unites because it serves all Romanians. The key to our success 
lies in the Crown’s public work, even though we do not receive a single euro 
from the state. We carry out economic missions alongside Romanian com-
panies to whom we open our doors, as well as university and diplomatic 
missions,” says Her Majesty.

The Custodian of the Crown, a title that suits Her Majesty perfectly, seeks 
above all to be of service to the country. This includes challenging missions 
such as supporting the Republic of Moldova – just two hours away from 
Russian troops – and encouraging Romanian soldiers stationed in Poland.

The Ukrainian crisis has underscored Her Majesty’s moral stance so strongly 
that the day after she addressed the Diplomatic Corps, the Russian ambassa-
dor lodged a complaint with the Foreign Minister — to no avail. The day fol-
lowing the formal presentation of the letters of accreditation to the President 
of Romania, ambassadors are welcomed by the Custodian of the Crown at 
Elisabeta Palace — a tradition respected by all.

Every five years, the country elects a new president, and every four years, the 
parliament is renewed – but no one questions the Monarchy, as the Crown 
continues to wield its moral authority. It is striking to see how civil society — 
athletes, artists, writers, businesspeople, military personnel, and others – step 
forward to receive decorations from Her Majesty.

On the economic front, companies also strive to earn the “Supplier of the 
Romanian Royal Household” certificate, much like in the United Kingdom. 
Her Majesty Margareta, influenced by Queen Elizabeth II and her godfather, 
the Duke of Edinburgh, has embraced the successful practices of the British 
monarchy – especially since King Charles III, who holds a deep affection for 
Romania, is a close friend.

Every year, the Royal Train (built in 1928) takes the Royal Family to local 
communities, where the authorities warmly welcome them with the reverence 
and enthusiasm befitting sovereigns. 

Also, every year, the Custodian of the Romanian Crown records the 
Christmas message, illustrated with footage of the Royal Family’s public en-
gagements throughout the year, which is broadcast at 3 P.M. on Christmas 
Eve on public television. 

In Romania, the Crown sits atop the crown of the Republic.
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